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From this flat bag with side splits, you can make a cute little boxy handbag! 
Add straps, rings, or handles and any embellishment you like! 

FOR BASIC SEWING SKILLS  

You’ll need the Squared Flat Bag Pattern, and also have made” beginners level” bags, so that you understand 
the key terms used and the basics of making straps, attaching facings and linings. 

The Squared Flat Bag is a LEVEL 4 pattern because the split sides at the top of the bag require absolute 
accuracy…  This is a more “forgiving” version of this bag, which will allow even relative beginners to have 

success with it, as well as create scope for a wider variety of bag shapes to be made from it. 

1. Cut out the bag pieces using the pattern pieces.  You won’t need to nick the pattern on the 
side seams at the point where the splits end. 

2. Make up the interior pockets, lining and do any other embellishing/detailing you want to 
have on the bag, following the instructions in the packet or your own imagination.   

NOTE:  YOU won’t be able to make a compartment pocket that runs all the way down to the 
base seam.  You can only add patch pockets (ether zipped or hemmed). 

3. Put the front and back bag pieces right sides together, and seam them all the way around 
from the top of one side seam – around the base – and up to the top of the other side seam. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Clip the corners of the seam allowances as usual (trim off a 
triangle shape from the very end of the seam to about an 
inch down the outside edge of the seam allowance). 

 
5. Press the seam allowances open. 

 

Front/Back of Bag 

Note: Don’t forget to 
back‐tack the beginning 

and end of the seam! 
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6. Pinch the bottom corners of the bag, bringing the side seam and the base seam together. 

   

 

7. Measure 2cm from the corner point, and rule a line across 
in fabric marker or chalk.  
NOTE:  You may choose to mark the line at a greater 
depth – 3 or 4cm ‐ if you want to make a shorter, wider 
bag.  Experiment with different widths by pinning the 
corners at different depths).    
 

8. Sew across this line – from folded edge to folded edge ‐ backtacking at each end of the 
seam. 

         
 

9. Turn the bag to the right way out.  Attach whatever handles, straps etc that you desire! 

        
 

10. Seam the facing pieces – right sides together – along their side seams.  Ignore the dots on 
the pattern that indicate the split.  

11. Line up the top edge of the facing with the top of the bag, with the right sides of fabric facing 
each other (same method as any two‐piece bag and facing) and seam them together. 

12. Backstitch the seam allowances to the facing, 2mm from the seam, all the way around the 
top.  Press the facing inside and topstitch around the top, 5‐6mm from the edge.   

13. Attach the lining to the bottom of the facing as per the instructions in the pattern packet.  


